
 
 
 
 

 
 
June 17, 2015 
 
Council President Herb Wesson 
200 North Spring Street, Room 430 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
 
RE: Murphy Drill Site 
 Case No: ZA15227(0)(PA5) 
 
Dear Council President Wesson: 
 
West Adams Heritage Association (WAHA), the only locally based organization devoted to 
preservation of the architectural and cultural heritage and history of West Adams, would like to 
express its concern about the proposal to install a CEB 800 waste gas burner at its oil and gas 
production drill site located at 2126 West Adams Boulevard, in the heart of the Historic West Adams 
District. 
 
WAHA was founded in 1983 and is comprised of over 350 households in the West Adams area.  We 
routinely comment on land use applications and environmental documents on behalf of the 
Association members.  WAHA’s mission focuses on historic preservation and Los Angeles’s 
cultural heritage. Our task is to conserve historic and cultural resources for future generations. And 
we would like to acknowledge and thank you, Council President Wesson, for your longtime support 
of these same goals, and of WAHA’s efforts in preservation advocacy. We really appreciate it.  
 
In addition to WAHA’s primary heritage advocacy mission, we long ago recognized that it is 
important for WAHA to also advocate for a better quality of life in order to successfully support the 
preservation of our character neighborhoods. Without healthy neighborhoods, and healthy people in 
those neighborhoods, we would find would find continuing barriers to achieving a quality of life in 
which historic preservation is one element. We hope you agree. 
 
So today we are writing you to say that WAHA is frankly dismayed that Freeport-McMoran 
(FMOG) has failed to fully disclose to the community its intentions for this urban oil production site 
and others in the nearby neighborhoods of this community. FMOG’s attempt to install a large burner 
on the Parkland site without compliance with applicable city ordinances, and CEQA regulations that 
would insure environmental safety is an example of this company’s disregard of the community in 
which it is located. 
Unfortunately, FMOG at this point has stated at least half a dozen different reasons and justifications 
for its proposed installation of the CEB 800. For that reason alone, an independent, third-party EIR 
is needed – just to sift through the changing stories and get to the facts.  
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This drill site and others, including the Jefferson and the 4th Avenue drill sites, are in some of the 
most densely populated areas of Los Angeles.  This proposed burner would have the capacity to burn 
the gas off the Jefferson and Murphy sites of up to a million cubic feet per day.  This will have a 
profound and lasting negative impact on the health and wellbeing of nearby residents while further 
degrading the air for all Angelinos.   
 
Both the United Nations and the World Bank have launched a global campaign to end the routine 
flaring of gas. Mayor Garcetti and Governor Brown both have sustainability plans that call for 
energy efficiency, ending waste, ending the use of coal and striving to clean the air of these carbon 
based pollutants.  If installed, this burner would go in the wrong direction and create lasting effects 
for generations. 
 
WAHA requests that an independent EIR review be undertaken that is legally sufficient for purposes 
of CEQA to show the environmental impact of its intended actions.  This report would provide 
alternatives, among them the installation of micro turbines to utilize the gas which would have the 
further benefit of reducing the reliance on coal for the generation of electricity, or, as another of our 
members, a professional geologist, has suggested, a new or refurbished gas injection well to put the 
methane back into the ground. There may well be other environmentally superior alternatives; an 
EIR would be the best route to discover them. 
 
This letter is prompted by the latest of Freeport-McMoran’s stories given at the May 12 public 
hearing regarding its attempt to obtain the burner permit. At the hearing, FMOG first stated that the 
CEB 800’s purpose is merely “redundancy,” but then in its presentation FMOG also indicated that 
“Rule 30” would hamper their ability to actually sell the methane gas to The Gas Company. Further 
research by one of WAHA members reveals that, in fact, FMOG’s ability to sell any gas at all is 
coming to an end, perhaps as early as 2016.  So it would seem that FMOG’s testimony at the May 12 
hearing is just the latest effort to avoid its responsibilities and mask its attempt to exploit the drilling 
site even more with no concern for the environmental consequences, adverse health and quality of 
life changes that will come about because of their efforts.  There has been absolutely no discussion 
or investigation by independent experts on the “solution” that Freeport-McMoran proposes to solve 
their “problem” of the gas produced by their extraction efforts.  
 
From the attendance at the public hearings, it is clear that the community is against FMOG’s 
continued exploitation of the local community and the land herein without regard for its impact on 
the neighbors, stake holders and residents.  Its disregard for the community in which it is located 
must be addressed and the ordinances that are in place to protect the community enforced to the 
letter.   
 
WAHA joins with many of our members and community residents to also insist that the lower 
terrace parkland remain an open space, not to be used for oil and/or gas production equipment. All 
oil and gas production activities should only occur within the existing perimeter walls, as this has 
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been the historically-approved surface operation and that should not change. In addition, 27th Street 
in Jefferson Park should not be used by FMOG or any future drill site operator. No production or 
other commercial vehicles related to the oil & gas production use should be allowed to travel on this 
residential street nor enter the facility (except in case of extreme emergency, of course); the only 
exception should be gardeners’ pick-up trucks to properly maintain the parkland. 
 
It is quite clear, based on the discussion hereinabove, that much information was left out of the 
submitted proposal by Freeport-McMoRan. As a result, WAHA also asks specifically that the 
Zoning Administrator DENY the application as it was presented; and that the Zoning Administrator 
require a full environmental review for any new application that is submitted. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this appeal for your assistance and leadership.  West Adams 
Heritage Association will continue to monitor this issue and be active in its opposition to Freeport-
McMoran’s efforts to circumvent the legal protections.   
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Lore Hilburg 
President  
West Adams Heritage Association 
 
Approved unanimously by the board of directors of West Adams Heritage Association 
 
cc: Michael Feuer, Los Angeles City Attorney 
 Honorable Eric Garcetti, Mayor of Los Angeles 
 Charles Rausch, Zoning Administrator 
 Michael Sin, Los Angeles City Planning Department 


